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at the invitation of the French government who, probably, reckoned
him a "coming man" with whom they had better make friendly
contacts. The same year he went to Honolulu but nothing very
definite is known of his expeditions from Japan to China at this
time. It is, however, probable that Sun went to Shanghai more than
once between 1889 and 1903.
In 1843 Shanghai was an insignificant Chinese town of 25,000
inhabitants but by the end of the century it had grown to a large
cosmopolitan port, with a foreign-controlled settlement which was
a useful sanctuary for Chinese malcontents. As China's largest city,
at the outlet of the river basin which supports a twelfth of the world's
population, Shanghai was the natural centre of the first western
industries to be established in China, In 1896 The Commercial Press*,
of Shanghai was founded and before long there were a number of
newspapers and other publishing ventures. One of these was a small
business run by Charles Jones Soong. This ardent Christian used
his printing machines to produce Bibles and religious tracts which,
it is said, he gave away, and to print secret revolutionary pamphlets
for Sun Yat-sen.
Sun found a quicker response to his propaganda in China than
amongst the emigrants in Japan but he was disappointed by their
low intelligence and lack of real convictions. It was, perhaps, natural
that emigrants should be quicker-witted. Sun showed discernment
when he recorded that these easily-gained converts in China "could
be used as a passive force but under no circumstances could they%*
bo an active force'*.77
There is a record of a visit made by Sun to the Soongs, apparently
in the year 1900, when he stayed in their house and was regarded
by tho Soong children as an uncle; that he was popular with them
is more than likely, for we have Dr. Cantlie's record that children
"conceived a deep regard" for Sun. At that time the eldest Soong
girl Eling, now Madame Kuag, was eleven years old, her sister Ching-
ling was eigjit and Mayfing, now Madame Chiang Kai-shek, was a
baby of two*
Chinking had just started school at McTyeire, a western-style
boarding school for girls in Shanghai, She has been described as
a very sober and studious girl who, at a very early age, showed an
unusual interest in moral and philosophical questions* She learned
English quickly, but on account of her dreamy disposition and quiet
ways the record of her school life is not so full of anecdotes as
tboseof her sisters.